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PREFACE
This manual provides guidance to private candidates who are preparing to write the Alternative Paper to the School-Based Assessment in Social Studies.

THE ALTERNATIVE PAPER

It is recommended that private candidates who enter for the Alternative Paper prepare for the examination by doing the following:

(i)
carry out the activities set out in this manual;

(ii)
keep a written record of these activities in a notebook;

(iii)
practise writing Paper 03/2 under examination conditions.
A. SELECTING A TOPIC

1.0 CXC has provided a list of topics from which you may select ONE to prepare for the alternative to the SBA.  The list is attached as Appendix III.

1.1 Study the list of topics carefully.

You will need to think about several things before you select a topic.

THINK:

· Does the topic relate to social issues in which you are interested?  

· Do you wish to learn more about this topic?

· Does this topic relate to your current job, or to your career plans?  

· Do you know anyone who is interested in this topic?

· Is the topic relevant or important to your community or social group?

When you find a topic where your answer is "yes" to most or all of the questions above, then you will probably find it interesting and useful to learn more about such a topic.

1.2 In your notebook:

· Write the topic and the date on which you selected it.

· List, in point form, reasons for selecting the topic.

· List, in print form, some benefits you expect to gain from researching this topic.

1.3 Read any newspaper articles, magazines, books or any other material that you can find on the topic.

1.4 Discuss the topic you selected with at least TWO of the following:

· A friend

· A current or past teacher

· A member of any group to which you belong

· A religious leader or any other leader in the community

· Anyone with whom you wish to share ideas

1.5 Listen to any radio or television programmes on the topic.

1.6 In your notebook:
Write, in point form, the things learnt from

· reading the newspaper, magazine, books
· listening to the radio or television

Remember to write also the name of the writer, as well as the name of the newspaper, magazine or book, the publisher and the date when it was published, and the page(s) on which the information appeared, for example:

From a book:

Gray, T. (1990). Living in the 1960s.   Bridgetown, Barbados: Island Press, p. 63.
From a newspaper:

Holder, G. “A people enchained".  Barbados Weekend Nation, Friday, June 10, 1994, p.8.

For the radio or television programme, write the name of the speaker or broadcaster, the name of the programme, and the date of broadcast.

1.7 Discuss the topic you selected with at least TWO of the following:

· A friend

· A current or past teacher

· A member of any group to which you belong

· A religious leader or any other leader in the community

· Anyone with whom you wish to share ideas

1.8 In your notebook, write:

· Things about the topic learnt from EACH of the persons with whom you spoke.

1.9 For EACH of the persons in 1.6, your notes should contain:

· The name of the person

· Occupation or status

· Why you chose to talk with the person

· What you learned from the discussion

1.10 Visit any library in your community or any of the following web-sites:
· www.socialresearchmethods.net
· www.mapnp.org


B.
STATING YOUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1.0
Most of the topics listed are fairly wide in scope.  However, if you wish to conduct a manageable study, you will need to focus on a specific aspect of the topic. 
You can do this by constructing a research question.

A research question should have the following qualities.
1. It should be stated in the form of a question, either direct or implied.

2. It should ask about the relationship between two or more variables(.

3. It should be testable; that is you should be able to collect data (information) to answer the question(s) asked.

4. It should be stated clearly and unambiguously.

An example of a research question stated as a direct question:

· Do senior boys in secondary schools spend more time doing homework assignments than senior girls?

The same question stated as an indirect or implicit question:

· The purpose of this study was to discover whether senior boys in secondary schools spend more time doing homework assignments than senior girls.

THINK:

· Can you identify the variables in the research question above?

· Can you think of ways in which you can gather information on these variables?

1.1
THINK:

· What are the specific aspect(s) of the topic you selected that you should study in more detail?

· Can you form ONE clear research question, or set of research questions to guide your thinking about specific aspects of the topic?

· Can your question(s) be worded in such a way that you are pointed toward the kinds of data (information) that you need to collect, or observations you need to make, in order to answer the questions?
· Will your question(s), as stated, lead to a study that is manageable, given the time and other resources at your disposal?

An example:
Topic:

Careers chosen by young people in my community.
Possible research questions:

1. What careers are preferred by persons 15 to 18 years old who live in my community?

2. What are the specific features of the careers preferred by persons 15 to 18 years old who live in my community?

3. What differences, if any, are there between the careers chosen by males and those chosen by females 15 to 18 years old?

Another person may choose the same topic, but may decide to look at issues such as:

1. What careers are preferred by senior students at X Secondary School?

2. What are the educational requirements for pursuing the careers preferred by senior students at X Secondary School?

3. Do senior students at X Secondary School know the educational requirements for pursuing their preferred careers?

So, for any topic there may be several questions that it may be possible to explore or investigate using the skills that you have acquired.  If you are studying along with a friend, or a study group, it is quite likely that more than one person will choose the same topic but end up researching completely different questions.

1.2 In your notebook, write:

· The research questions) which you intend to investigate.

1.3 Show your questions to a friend, teacher, or fellow student and ask them to comment on:

· The clarity of the question(s).

· Will you be able to collect data for the questions you stated by observing the activities of persons?

· Will you be able to obtain information for the questions by asking persons to respond to questions put to them in interviews, on questionnaires, on rating scales, or on tests?

· Will you be able to answer the questions by looking at records in the library, in the archives, in official public documents, in village offices or government departments?

1.4 
If your discussions lead you to make revisions to your questions, then write the revised 


questions in your notebook.

Researchers are always engaged in discussing and refining their research questions.
C.
PREPARING FOR DATA COLLECTION

1.0 Careful preparation before collecting any data will help to make your task much easier, and will help you to collect data that will make sense when you start analysing the data.

1.1
The most frequently-used ways of collecting data are by:

· Observation, including participant observation

· Interviews

· Questionnaires

· Rating scales

1.2
For EACH of the ways of collecting data listed above, write THREE sentences in your notebook to summarize the main points you have learnt from reading the document.

1.3
Think about the data that you would need in order to find answers to your research questions.

· Can you collect the data by looking closely at a group of persons and recording your observations, without having to talk with them or ask them any questions?

· If you do need to ask persons some questions, will it be more useful to get quite detailed information from a few persons, by interviewing them?

· Is it better to get the data you need from a fairly large number of persons?  You may need to put together a set of questions in the form of a questionnaire.
· In addition to data from persons, would you need any other information to support your research (for example, sketches, maps, and photographs)?

· Can you obtain data to answer some of your question(s) by studying school records or other official records, library material, or material in the museum or archives?

1.4 It may be useful to organize your thoughts as shown in the table below.




TABLE I
	RESEARCH QUESTIONS
DATA SOURCES
HOW TO GET DATA
	DATA SOURCES
	HOW TO GET DATA

	1. What are the careers preferred by senior students at X secondary school?


	Sample of 50 students from Form IV-VI at X secondary school.
	Questionnaire 

	2. What are the educational requirements for pursuing the careers preferred by senior students at Secondary School X?


	Books on careers; university entrance requirements; employers, guidance counsellors.
	Library research; Interviews of relevant persons such as career guidance officer sand Registrars. 

	3. Do senior students at X Secondary School know the educational requirements for pursuing their preferred careers?


	Same sample of students
	Questionnaire

(may also interview a few to get information on a few issues)


1.5 In your notebook, write a statement on how you intend to collect data.  This should be a brief statement on the method(s) you will use and from what source you will obtain data.  Arrange as in Table 1 above.
1.6 State in your notebook:

· The advantages and disadvantages of the method(s) you intend to use

· Identify at least two problems that may arise in collecting data using the method you preferred
· How you intend to overcome any problems that may arise in data collection

1.7 Discuss, with the person(s) to whom you had spoken about the topic, how you intend to collect data, so as to bring out:

· The advantages and disadvantages of the method(s) you intend to use

· How you intend to overcome any problems that may arise in data collection

1.8 Write in your notebook your reasons for using the  method(s) you choose for collecting data.


D.
CONSTRUCTING YOUR DATA-COLLECTING INSTRUMENT
1.0
You will need to carefully put together a set of questions to ask, or a list of points to look for in your observations, so that you may get the information you are seeking.  Remember that persons may feel uncomfortable about giving certain types of information to you, especially if you are a stranger and a young person.  You may be able to reassure them by not asking them to identify themselves in responding to your questions.  It is up to you to win their confidence, so that they will give you frank, honest responses.
1.1

Read any resource material (textbooks, handouts) on collecting data in Social Studies
in particular, or the Social Sciences in general. In particular, check the library or any other source for any information on:

· How to make up a questionnaire

· How to interview persons

· How to observe persons

· How to make a rating scale

1.2 
THINK:
· What do you need to find out in order to answer the question asked?

· From whom do you need to get this information?

· What questions can you ask so as to get at the information?

1.3
Write in your notebook your answers to the questions at 1.2 above.

1.4
If you are going to use a questionnaire or an interview to collect data, write in your notebook about 10 - 15 questions that you may wish to include in the questionnaire or the interview schedule.

1.5

If you wish to collect data by observation of the persons in whom you are 
interested, 
then write in your notebook:
· Who you are going to observe

· What you are going to observe them doing

· In which situations you will observe them

· When you will observe and for how long
· How often you will carry out your observations

1.6 Discuss your plans for data collection with someone who can offer you advice and suggestions.  Show the person your notebook and make changes and refinements based on your discussions.

Researchers are always engaged in discussing and refining their data collection instruments.

1.7
Write in your notebook a neat draft of your questionnaire, interview questions, or observation schedule or rating scales.
Do not forget to make provision on your questionnaire, interview or observation form for you or the respondents to record any important background information (for example, age, sex, school, occupation) that you might need to answer your research questions.
1.8
Next, if you are using a questionnaire or interviews or rating scale record in your notebook the following information:

· From whom you will collect data - a brief description of the sample (number of persons, their age, gender, employment status, educational level), provided that this information is relevant to your research.

· When will the data be collected.  Give dates and times where possible.

· How much time you will spend collecting data.

· How you will collect the data, including how you will contact the persons (for example, by mail, house to house visits, visits to schools, work places, youth clubs), how you will arrange for persons to provide the information you need for your study, and get this information back to you.

1.9
Show your plans for data collection to a responsible person in your community, someone who can advise you on whether you need to get permission to visit schools, or whether a letter of introduction explaining what you are doing and why you are doing it, might encourage people to answer your questions more readily.

1.10
Collect your data.  Try to follow your plan, but be flexible enough to change if necessary.

1.11
Make notes in your notebook on any problems you faced while collecting data.  Indicate how you coped with these problems.


E.
RECORDING YOUR DATA AS COLLECTED 

1.0 
Recording your data in a single space will give you a bird’s eye view of your data so that you will not have to return to each questionnaire whenever information is required for analysis.
1.1
Organization of your data will assist you in recognizing patterns and relationships among variables that would be useful when you start analysing the data.

1.2
Imagine that you have collected 16 questionnaires containing information on five variables: age, sex, religion, favourite singer and favourite subject.

1.3 In your notebook, draw up a table following the example below. 

	Questionnaire number
	Age
	Sex
	Religion
	Favourite singer
	Favourite subject 

	1
	15
	Male
	Christian.
	Whitney Houston
	Mathematics

	2
	16
	Male
	Jewish
	Celine Dion
	Mathematics

	3
	14
	Female
	Muslim
	Usher
	Spanish

	4
	17
	Male
	Christian
	R. Kelly
	History

	5
	14
	Female
	Hindu
	Whitney Houston
	Spanish

	6
	16
	Female
	Muslim
	Usher
	Mathematics

	7
	14
	Female
	Hindu
	Whitney Houston
	English

	8
	18
	Male
	Muslim
	Celine Dion
	Mathematics

	9
	16
	Female
	Christian
	R. Kelly
	Mathematics

	10
	14
	Male
	Muslim
	Usher
	Spanish

	11
	13
	Male
	Christian
	Whitney Houston
	History

	12
	15
	Female
	Christian
	Whitney Houston
	History

	13
	16
	Male
	Jewish
	Usher
	English

	14
	15
	Male
	Christian.
	Celine Dion
	History

	15
	14
	Female
	Muslim
	R. Kelly
	English

	16
	16
	Male
	Hindu
	Whitney Houston
	Spanish


1.4 THINK
· Do you detect any relationship between the age of the respondents and their choice of favourite singer?

· Is there a relationship between the age of the respondents and their choice of favourite subject?
· Do you detect any relationship between the religion of the respondent and their choice of favourite singer?
· Is there a relationship between the religion of the respondents and their choice of favourite subject?
F.
ANALYSING THE DATA

1.0 Having collected your data you need to organize and analyse the data in your notebook so that you begin to see the meaning or significance of the information you have before you.  You will also need to think of the best ways of communicating the significant features of your findings to yourself and also to others who may be interested in what you have done.

1.1
THINK:

· What are some of the techniques you can use to organize your data?

Your answer to that question may include the following:

· Words (that is, written statements summarizing the main points, or sets of information that you have gathered from persons)

· Tables showing, for example, the frequency with which you observed certain actions, or the number of times persons gave a certain response to particular questions, or identified a given phenomenon
· Graphs or charts, which may be very useful for summarizing numerical data and displaying salient features of the data
· Sketches, photographs or maps, which, if the location or physical setting is important, may support any verbal description

· Diagrams and graphical models which may be used to show relationships

You will find several examples of ways in which data may be presented in the booklet, Social Studies School-Based Assessment Sample Pack, available at most secondary schools or at the Ministry of Education.

1.2
Analyse your data.  Use any techniques with which you are familiar to do this, including:

· Calculating the number of responses to each question

· Calculating the percentage of persons who respond in different ways to some of your questions

· Rank ordering various items, for example, in terms of how frequently they are observed or mentioned or identified
· Calculating the average or mean or mode or median (for example, the average number of persons in households in your community, or the average age at which young persons in your community start drinking alcohol)

· Calculate the range or spread of the data.  (For example, the distance between the highest and lowest)

· Drawing a graph, or a chart as a diagram

Researchers are always looking for any mathematical techniques that will enable them to find patterns and relationships in data.
G.
REPORTING YOUR FINDINGS
1.0
At this stage you need to report on what you have found out about the topic in such a way as to allow anyone reading your work to get a clear indication of what you have discovered.

1.1 
THINK:

· How does the information you have collected help you to answer the question(s) you set out to investigate?

· How does the information you have collected support or differ from what other studies have shown about the topic?

· Have you come up with any additional information which is related to the topic and important enough to include in your report?

· Have you really collected all the information needed to answer all the question(s) asked?

· If not, what could you do differently the next time to improve on what you have done?

1.2
In your notebook, write clear, detailed statements of your findings, one by one.  Here you need to have your tables, charts, neatly drawn, and all the key points contained in them clearly described for the reader's benefit.

1.3
Write also, a full explanation of what your findings mean in relation to the question(s) asked.

1.4
In your notebook, write down the main conclusions that you reached as a result of your investigation.

1.5
Show too, how EACH conclusion is supported by the data you collected, by your own reading, or by any other studies with which you are familiar.

For example, based on the data collected, a student who researched the questions set down in Table 1 on page 8 of this booklet might write the following conclusions.

'In my study I looked at the careers preferred by senior students in X Secondary School.  By their responses to a questionnaire, and to questions I asked them in interviews, a large majority of the students showed a preference for careers in information technology, in particular computer programming, systems analysis and computer-assisted design.

A similar study done ten years ago in this school reported that most of the students at that time wanted to pursue careers in law and medicine.  This time around, medicine was the third choice of careers, after information technology and business.  Law was even less popular and was the sixth choice.  The change in career orientation may be due to the change in the economic activities carried on at the present time.
I also examined the educational requirements for pursuing careers in information technology.  The results were rather confusing.  The books on careers all stressed that mathematics was extremely important to those who wished to do studies in this field, but two of the persons who are the ,experts' in data processing in the Department of Statistics said that they hated mathematics in school, and failed their CXC Mathematics on two occasions.
As many as 39 per cent of the sample reported that they were 'not sure of the exact requirements for pursuing careers in their preferred fields.  In the interviews I found out that the school has had no career guidance programme, since the Guidance Counsellor resigned more than one year ago.  

H.
RECOMMENDATIONS

1.0
What reconunendations can you make, based on your findings?

EITHER

1.1
Write a letter to the newspaper, a person in a relevant government or private office, or to any influential person in the community, setting down your recommendations, and giving suggestions for implementing them.

Include the letter in your notebook, but you may also send a copy to the newspaper or to the person or group concerned.

OR

1.2 Phone a call-in programme and discuss your recommendations with the host. In your notebook, make notes on your discussion, including the points that you made and the response of the host and any other callers.

OR

1.3
Discuss your recommendations with a community group, (for example, P.T.A, Community Council)

In your notebook write the points you made and the responses of the group members to your points.


	Having completed all the activities set out in this manual, you should have in your notebook a complete record of the work that you have done as your alternative to the school based assessment that school candidates are required to complete.  You will be asked questions on Paper 03/2 to test what you have learnt from completing these activities.  Keep your notebook and use it to revise for the examination.  Then you will be required to submit it to CXC for it to be examined.  Remember to write your name and registration number clearly on the front cover of your notebook.
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CARIBBEAN  EXAMINATIONS  COUNCIL

SECONDARY SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

(CSEC)
SOCIAL STUDIES

Paper 03/2 - General Proriciency

I hour

In addition to the 1 hour, candidates are allowed 10 minutes to read through the paper.

Writing MAY begin during this time.

Instructions:
This paper consists of FIVE questions.  You MUST answer all FIVE questions.  You will have ONE hour to write your answers. All answers MUST be written in the spaces provided on this question paper.
Before you start to write your answers, write the topic that you chose to research from the list supplied from CXC.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………..

1. (a)
Write your research question or questions.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

(1 mark)

(b)
Explain why you were interested in the topic you chose to research.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

(2 marks)

(c)
Give ONE way in which the statement of the research question makes the topic you chose more manageable for investigation.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

 (2 marks)
Total 5 marks

2. (a)
Describe ONE instrument you used to collect data for your research study.

(i)
................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

 (ii)
Give an example of ONE of the most important questions or items from the instrument you used to collect data.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

 (3 marks)

(b)
Why did you use this type of instrument or this method of collecting data? 

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

(2 marks)
(c)
Give ONE disadvantage of the instrument or method used.
................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

(1 mark)
Total 6 marks
3. (a)
Outline the stages in the collection of data for your study.

(Give details on the number of persons from whom you collected data, how and why you selected them, and the various steps you took to get the data you required.)

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

 (3 marks)

    (b)
Describe TWO aspects of your data collection outlined in 3(a) above, with which you were 


not completely satisfied.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

 (2 marks)

   (c)
State how you would improve any ONE aspect of your data collection you described in 3.(b) 




above.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

 (2 marks)

Total 7 marks

4. (a)
State ONE finding of your study that you consider to be of special importance.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

 (1 mark)

(b) Give TWO reasons to support your view that the finding described at 4(a) is of special importance.

(i)
................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………..

................................................................................................….......................................……

(ii)
................................................................................................….......................................…….


.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

 (4 marks)

Total 5 marks

5.
A Social Studies student collected the following data from a sample of five students in her form at school, as part of her research on the topic, "Cigarette smoking among school children in the town of Peaceville."

Jean, 15 years old, female, started smoking at 12, smokes 5 cigarettes a day.  Paul, 17 years old, male, started smoking at 13, smokes 2 cigarettes a day.  Chandra, 16 years old, female, started smoking at 15, smokes I cigarette a day.  Kofi, 18 years old, started smoking at 16, smokes 10 cigarettes a day.  Omar, 17 years old, has never smoked cigarettes.

(a) Arrange the data in the form of a table showing all the details given.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

 (3 marks)

(b) Draw a bar chart to show the number of cigarettes smoked by EACH student in the sample.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

 (3 marks)

(c)
Consider the research question, "Is cigarette smoking more popular among boys than among girls in Peaceville?”

Do you think that the student will be able to answer this research question satisfactorily if the data in the passage at 5 above are all that she has collected?  Give reasons for your answer.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

 (4 marks)

(d)
Suggest ONE alternative research question, based on the same topic, that the student might investigate.

................................................................................................….......................................…….

.........................................................…………………………………………………………...

................................................................................................….......................................…….

(2 marks)

Total 12 marks

END OF TEST

CARIBBEAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL
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Paper 03/2
APPENDIX II
CARIBBEAN             EXAMINATIONS              COUNCIL

SECONDARY SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

(CSEC)

SOCIAL STUDIES

MARK SCHEME FOR SPECIMEN TEST
Paper 03/2 - General Proficiency

1. 
(a)
At least ONE properly stated question 




(Testable, specific, clear, etc.)                               



(1 mark)

(b) 
At least ONE reason must be given.  




Award marks as follows:

· Explanation clear and fully developed 



(2 marks)

· A reason mentioned, no development or explanation 


(1 mark)


(c)
-
Way clearly and fully stated 





(2 marks)



-
Way mentioned with no development or elaboration 

(1 mark)


 



          Total
 5 marks
2. 
(a)
(i) & (ii)



Award marks as follow:

-
Instrument clearly and fully described                      


(2 marks)

-
Limited or unclear description of instrument 


          
(1 mark)

Award 1 additional mark for an acceptable example of a question or item.


(b)
Give up to 2 marks for any ONE reason as follows:



-
Valid reason stated clearly and developed



(2 marks)



-
Valid reason mentioned, no development



(1 mark)



(N.B. Award no marks if the reason given is not valid.)


(c)
Give 1 mark for ANY valid disadvantage stated clearly.


(1 mark)












    Total 6 marks

3. 
(a)
-
Details on EACH aspect specified in the question


(3 marks)



-
Details on any THREE aspects




(2 marks)



-
Details on any TWO aspects





(1 mark)


(b)
Give 1 mark for EACH aspect clearly described. (2 x 1)


(2 marks)


(c)
-
Valid suggestion for improvement clearly developed

(2 marks)



-
Valid suggestion for improvement mentioned, not developed
(1 mark)












Total
7 marks
4. 
(a)
-
One important finding stated fully and clearly


(1 mark)



(b)
-
Give 2 marks for EACH valid reason clearly and fully




stated. (2 x 2)







(4 marks)







OR


-
Give 1 mark for EACH valid reason mentioned. (2 x 1)

(2 marks)












  Total
 5 marks
5. 
(a)
- 
Table shows ALL relevant details




(3 marks)



- 
Table omits no more than ONE relevant detail


(2 marks)



-
Table omits any TWO or more relevant details


(0 mark)



(b)
As in 5 (a)


(c)
Give 2 marks for EACH reason, up to a maximum of TWO reasons, as follows:



-
Reason stated clearly and fully developed



(2 marks)



-
Reason mentioned






(1 mark)


(d)
Research question properly worded





(2 marks)



(Question form, testable, observable variables, specific, clear etc.)



Vague, inadequately worded research question



(1 mark)












Total 12 marks
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Social Studies

List of Research Topics
General Proficiency

Paper 03/2

APPENDIX III

SECONDARY SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

(CSEC)

SOCIAL STUDIES

Paper 03/2 - General Proficiency
TOPICS FOR RESEARCH FOR PRIVATE CANDIDATES

The following list of topics is provided for Private Candidates who have registered to write the Paper 03/2  - The Alternative to School-Based Assessment.

Candidates are required to choose ONE topic from this list and complete the activities set out in the Manual for Private Candidates provided by CXC.

	List of Topics


1. Punishment in the school or community

2. The effects of divorce on family members in my community

3. Parenting problems of my peers

4. The changing role of women in the family

5. Women in management positions

6. Male responsibility in the family

7. The practice of arranged marriages in my community

8. Young people and early parenthood in my community

9. Voluntary groups in my community

10. Social action of religious denominations in my community

11. Problems of secondary school graduates in finding employment

12. Leisure activities of families in my community

13. Leadership styles in organisations in my community

14. The promotion of ancestral (traditional) customs in my community

15. Choices of careers among young people in my community

16. Situations in my community which give rise to the need for human rights action

17. The involvement of young people in organised sports in my community

18. The activities of clubs in my community

19. The role of the police service in my community

20. Alcohol/drug abuse in my community
21. Opportunities/problems of senior citizens in my community
Western Zone Office
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You should spend about two weeks completing the activities in Section C.








You should spend about three weeks on the activities set out in Section A of this booklet.








You should spend about two weeks on the activities set in Section B.








You should spend about four weeks on the activities in Section D.





You should spend about four weeks on the activities in Section G.





You should spend about one week on the activities in Section H.








( Variables are things that can take on different values, in fact, things that vary.  For example, gender is a variable (a person is either male or female), height is a variable, as are scores on a Social Studies test, or the popularity ratings of a leader.





i
25

